University of Texas at El Paso

DigitalCommons@UTEP
The Prospector

Special Collections Department

10-23-2012

The Prospector, October 23, 2012
UTEP Student Publications

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/prospector
Part of the Journalism Studies Commons, and the Mass Communication Commons
Comments:
This file is rather large, with many images, so it may take a few minutes to download. Please be
patient.
Recommended Citation
UTEP Student Publications, "The Prospector, October 23, 2012" (2012). The Prospector. Paper 110.
http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/prospector/110

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections Department at DigitalCommons@UTEP. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Prospector by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UTEP. For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu.

PAGE 11

sports
Back up quarterback is a ‘gamer’
October 23, 2012

editor
Daniel Ornelas, 747-7445

Football

Carson Meger playing role of the next man up
By EDWin DElGADO
The prospector

brandy posada / The prospector

Junior quarterback Carson Meger.

Despite being the back up quarterback for the Miners, junior Carson
Meger stays positive and focuses on
growing as a player with the help of
his teammates.
“He is a team player, he does what
he is asked to when he is asked to do
it, he is all about discipline,” offensive
coordinator Aaron Price said. “He is
a gamer, every game he is ready to go
and adds a spark to our offense, that
we really like. He is a competitor and
a winner.”
Meger, a native Texan, played his
prep football at Plano High School
where he was teammates with current
Nebraska Cornhuskers running back,
Rex Burkhead.
During his senior season in Plano,
Meger became second team AllState quarterback throwing for over
3,000 yards and 27 touchdowns.
Despite the numbers, most of the
schools trying to persuade Meger

were not Football Bowl Subdivison
programs.
“I got recruited a little bit by the
coaches. I had some smaller school
offers, but I felt I could really play at
the Division I (FBS) level, so that is
why I came here, walked-on and gave
it a shot,” Meger said. “So far it has
been fun, I love this team. El Paso
grows on you as you spend time here.”
Over his time with the Miners,
Meger has developed a special bond
with his teammates and coaches, especially Aaron Price and head coach
Mike Price.
“They are great coaches and care a
lot about the players,” Meger said. “It’s
more than football and a business to
them, they care a lot about the guys
and everyone as far as character on
and off the field.”
Meger had little participation with
the team in 2010, his first season,
where he completed his first career
pass against the Arkansas Razorbacks
in Fayetteville.
In 2011, because of injuries suffered by starting quarterback Nick

Lamaison, Meger started the games
against South Florida, East Carolina
and Tulsa.
Meger has played in all but one
game in 2012. Both coaches and players believe that he has grown a lot
since he began at UTEP.
“He is improving a lot, I’ve been
here for almost three years, when I
first got here he was alright, but now
he is good enough to be starting quarterback and so is Nick (Lamaison)
and they both compete,” sophomore
wide receiver Jordan Leslie said. “He
has grown a lot, improved his accuracy and it shows on the field.”
In the game against Tulsa Golden
Hurricane on Oct. 11, Meger had to
replace Lamaison who left the game
with an injury and played most of the
second half.
Meger completed 16 out of his 23
passes including a touchdown pass
to Leslie, for a total of 257 yards with
one interception and two fumbles.
“Everyone is prepared to go into
the game at any time, unfortunately
Nick had a tweak on his hamstring

“He is a gamer,
every game he is
ready to go and
adds a spark to our
offense, that we
really like. He is a
competitor and a
winner.”
- Aaron Price,
UTEP offensive coordinator
and my name was called and I went
in and just played football,” Meger
said. “Whether you are a starter or a
backup you are always anxious, we all
love to play the game and if you have
no anxiety then you are not out here
doing all the work we do.”
Even if he is not on the sidelines, he
will try to cheer his teammates and
encourage them to do better.

see GAMEr on page 12

cross country

runners ready for c-usA championships

By AuDrEy WEstcOtt
The prospector

The UTEP men’s and women’s
cross country teams are coming off a
solid performance at the 2012 NCAA
Pre-National meet in Louisville, Ky.,
where both senior Risper Kimaiyo
and freshman Anthony Rotich earned
Conference USA athletes of the week.
The meet consisted of an 8K race,
where the men’s team competed
against 40 universities including
No. 3 BYU, No. 7 Colorado, No. 9
Tulsa, No. 14 Florida State and No.
15 Oregon.
The women’s team competed
against 38 teams including No. 1 Florida State, No. 4 Oregon, No. 8 Michigan and No. 18 Colorado.
Out of 271 runners, Rotich finished
first, clocking in at a personal best
time of 23 minutes, 01.00 seconds, in
the 8K race.
“Going in as a freshman, I never
expected to win this particular race,”
Rotich said. “There were a lot of runners with more experience and faster
times but I focused on the trail and
my determination, and before I knew
it I was in the lead.”
Fellow Miners, freshman Elphas
Maiyo took 31st place with a personal
best time of 23:54.2, while senior Elkana Rotich secured the 73rd spot
with a season best of 24:16.1.

For the women, Kimaiyo took second place with a finish time of 19:46.0
in the women’s 6K race. Senior Karina
Garcia was the second Miner to cross
the finish line for the team with a time
of 21:40.9.
The Miners finished 19th out of the
40 teams that competed.
The 13 student-athletes who make
up UTEP’s men and women’s crosscountry teams have learned to embrace the demand of the trail, and
push themselves to be top Conference
USA contenders.
“I love cross country because of the
distance,” Maiyo said. “My mind is
clear and I am focused on the trail 100
percent. The hardest thing is trying to
maintain the pace of the people, there
are no time outs, once you start you
have to finish, and it requires a lot
from one’s body.”
This season, the Miners have competed in three major races: the annual
Lori Fitzgerald Invitational held in
Horizon City’s own Emerald Springs
Golf Course, the Kachina Classic in
Las Cruces and the Cowboy Jamboree
in Stillwater, Okla.
UTEP dominated each race, ending
each meet with either a first or second
place win.
At the Lori Fitzgerald Invitational,
Kimaiyo finished first in the female
competition while Anthony Rotich,
among the men, secured the top

spot for the Miners, with a total of 29

points.
A week later, the men’s crosscountry team claimed their second
straight crown with 29 points at the
Kachina Classic at Las Cruces. Defeating UTEP’s I-10 rivals, the NM
State Aggies for the second time in
two weeks.
For the women’s team, Garcia posted a season-best of 18:33 and ultimately winning fifth place among the
women at the Kachina Classic.
After about two weeks off, the Miners will be heading the 2012 Conference USA Championships, being held
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi at the end
of October.
Finishing in second place at last
year’s championship, the Miners are a
strong contender for the title this year,
and will stop at nothing to put forth
their best effort for the competition.
“We have strong teams that are performing well so anything is possible,”
head coach Paul Ereng said. “They all
have been practicing really hard and
averaging about 90 miles a week as a
team so the hard work is there, now
we just have to see how everything
FILE pHoTo
will play out on the trail.”
Senior Risper Kimaiyo has been named C-Usa athlete of the week four times
Audrey Westcott may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

this season.

